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The Word of the Lord from Luke 16: “If you have not been faithful in that which is another’s, 
who will give you that which is your own?” This is the Word of the Lord. 

 
Dear fellow stewards of the mysteries of God, 

 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen 

 

What are we to do with the Parable of the Unrighteous Steward? Perhaps our brother with the 
exegetical study will resolve it for us once and for all, because this is the sort of parable that makes 

excellent fodder for journal articles, producing a wide variety of explanations that are neat, plausible and 
probably wrong. You’ve got the dishonest steward, who gets caught and then uses his master’s money to 

feather his nest on the way out the door—not exactly a role model. Then you’ve got the master 

commending the steward for this shrewdness, where it would make more sense to send a couple thugs 
and take him down a notch. Then you have Jesus’ bizarre application, “I tell you, make friends for 

yourselves by means of unrighteous wealth.”  
 

Huh. Not exactly the stuff for an easy children’s sermon. 
 

I think the place to start is with the mercy of the master. He catches the steward in his 

dishonesty, but he doesn’t boot him out the door. It’s not like there’s a labor shortage in parable-land. 
But he leaves him with access to his wealth. He permits the steward to keep taking what belongs to the 

master in order to forgive the debts of others. It’s as if the master isn’t concerned that the steward might 
rob him blind. It’s as if the master has infinite wealth—that no matter how much the steward gets rid of, 

there will always be more. 

 
Behold the grace of God. You and I are stewards of His mysteries, entrusted with the task of 

distributing His means of grace. By Word and Sacrament, you forgive people their debts in the name of 
Christ. You tell them that, for Jesus’ sake, their debt is more than reduced. It’s paid off. For the sake of 

Christ, they’re not just ex-debtors who are free to go. They’re now beloved children in the Master’s 

household who are free to stay.  
 

That’s the stewardship entrusted to you, so what sort of a steward are you? There’s a reason 
why clergy burnout and depression rates are so high: your call document is all Law, not Gospel, and the 

task before you never ends. It always accuses. In our chapter of The Fire and the Staff that is up for 
discussion today, Klemet Preus speaks of the false dichotomy of doctrine versus missions, and makes 

clear that you ought to be both doctrine-minded and mission-minded. And in that discussion, he provides 

some great law for your self-examination. Being doctrinally-minded, you’re devoting plenty of time to 
reading theological books and continuing to build up your own theological acumen, right? Being mission-

minded, you’re weeping with those who weep, you’re rejoicing with those who rejoice, and you’re 
constantly in the homes of members and visitors, not just those who have an immediate crisis brewing. 

Right?  

 
Now, if your life is anything like my life, the only things that get in the way of such pastoral 

responsibilities are parish ministry and family…and the terrible tyrants of time and limited energy. And 
what happens when you can’t get everything done that you need to—or don’t even get done all the 

things that you could have? That’s when the sinful thoughts come along, too: anxiety, worry, impatience, 



anger. If you’re not careful, you start to see the people of God’s pasture as the problem, if not the 

enemy. 
 

All of that makes you an unworthy steward. All of it reflects sin and thanklessness and a pre-
occupation with oneself as the stewardship of the mysteries of God becomes a resentful drudgery.  It 

would certainly be within the Master’s prerogatives to say to you, “You’re fired. Now.” 

 
But the Master doesn’t fire you. Despite your unworthiness and dishonest stewardship, He 

continues to entrust to you those means of grace. He still leaves you access to His wealth. He’s not afraid 
at all that He’s going to run out of grace if you keep giving it out, because Christ has died for more sins 

than you and everybody else could possibly commit. He still has you handing out forgiveness and 
cancelling the debts of all who hear His Word and believe in Him.  

 

And even though the people will not hear without a preacher, He doesn’t just do this for their 
sake. He does it for yours, so that you make use of the treasure for your own salvation. The truth is that 

God doesn’t need you.  We’ve been subjected to years of gimmicky guilt-trips along the lines of, “Every 
time I snap my fingers, another soul dies and is lost for eternity, so you’d better get right back out 

evangelizing now.” That’s not just a terrible twisting of the doctrine of election, but it piles on a ton of 

false guilt—and frankly, I have enough real sins to repent of without having fake ones added to it. The 
truth is that God doesn’t need you: He’ll get His Word proclaimed and His people gathered in one way or 

another. If you and I go stone-cold silent, then the rocks will cry out. So you don’t go about your calling 
as a frantic rescue worker on whose efforts the Church stands or falls: at the end of the day, that’s 

arrogance—if not blasphemy! You’re not the Rescuer—nor are you the Savior. No, you go about your 
calling as an instrument of God, set free to tell His marvelous deeds, called to be faithful to His Word. 

 

The Master has more wealth in grace for you to receive and give out than you could ever use up. 
For your sins of neglect, anger, arrogance, bitterness, worry and all the rest, Christ says, “Debt paid. 

Done. Forgiven. Go in peace.” And you know exactly where and how the Lord gives out this forgiveness 
to you and to all: in Words and water, bread and wine. 

 

That treasure is found nowhere else. Money can’t buy it. That’s why unrighteous wealth is good 
for making friends, but not for giving grace. Same goes for any other manmade church growth strategy, 

moral therapeutic deism or five-step sermon out there: they make friends, but not believers. Misuse 
unrighteous wealth like that, and you’ll prove to be unfaithful with the true riches of heaven.  But the 

true riches of heaven remain. You’re sure to be ridiculed by various Pharisees who believe that building 

the Church is all about following rules, but they ridiculed Christ, too. And if you are tempted to dedicate 
your life to justifying yourself before man, remember that man will not justify you on the Last Day. God 

knows your heart. And He loves you anyway. In fact, it is He who justifies you for Jesus’ sake. Not just in 
the future, but now. That’s the treasure that He gives.  

 
Dear brothers, rejoice. Your redemption is not the same as your calling. When it comes to your 

vocation, Walther rightly notes that the Law is necessary as it tells us what we are to do and shows us 

where we fail. But your failures are covered by the grace of God, who chooses to use unworthy servants 
who at the best of times have only done their duty. His treasure that you proclaim in for you, too, that 

you might be confident of His salvation. Oh, rejoice! The Master says to you, “Remain in My household 
for Jesus’ sake, because you are forgiven for all of your sins.” 

 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. Amen 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 


